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How to Prepare this Material 

                                                      

 
 
 
 

 

Study Options 

Everyone studies in their own unique way. Therefore, there are several study options:  
1) If you prefer to work from one marked copy for the entire book, follow the steps 

in “How to Build a Working Copy” to make one. Place it in a three-ring binder to 
use all the way through your study of the book. Then follow the guidelines in this 
material, applying them to the working copy. 

2) If you don’t like the above option, the text is printed within this material; 
therefore, you can use each inductive bible study guide alone. Additionally, the 
entire book is printed at the back to help you keep this section in context. 

3) If you prefer to mark your own bible, simply refer to this material for study 
suggestions and use it to record your observations. 

 

Print the material, so you can mark it up. 
Tactile, hands-on, involvement is the idea. 
1) On the left, for best ease of use and 

portability, print as a booklet on 11 x 19 
sheets of paper folded in the middle 
and secured with two staples. This 
places each day’s study on two facing 
pages.  

2) However (on the right), each study unit 
and the Overview can be printed on 8 ½ 
x 11 paper, two-sided copies on 3-hole 
punch paper. This will also place each 
day’s study on facing pages.  

 

http://www.desiringgod.org/resource-library/sermons/liberating-promises
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Digging in: Observing, Interpreting & Applying 2 Peter 1:1-4 

What do I see?  What does it mean?  How does it change me? 
 

How to approach your study: “Start with God’s Word; pray that the Spirit gives you clarity; 
then study to see what the text actually says. The Holy Spirit inspired the writing of the Bible, so 
who better to help us as we seek to understand it? Scripture tells us that the Spirit not only 
inspired the Bible, but also illumines it for us today (1 Cor. 2:12-16 and 2 Tim. 3:16)… 
If we were to start with Scripture and allow it to dictate our actions, how would we live?”1   

 

The Goal: 

The fruit of an obedient and transformed life is the important thing, not task completion. 
Learning to love the Savior more wholeheartedly and to apply His words is the goal. 

The study ideas suggested here are merely that—ideas. These study suggestions were 
developed to help YOU, personally, to comprehend and to apply God’s Word.  

What works for you? Do you know? Try the ideas presented. Experiment. Discover what helps 
you to comprehend. If any of these ideas don’t help you, skip them. If you prefer something 
else, substitute it. If you tend to be a task completer but have limited time, set the timer. When 
it rings, end your study. The next day, move forward. If you feel yourself becoming solely 
academic-focused, switch it up for a while, and ask the Holy Spirit to keep his words fresh. 

The importance of careful, thorough Observation: “The more time you spend in observation, 
the less time you will need to spend in interpretation, and the more accurate will be your 
results. The less time you spend in observation, the more time you will need to spend in 
interpretation, and the less accurate will be your results.”2 Slow down to SEE what God says. 

Plan the work. Work the plan. Here’s the strategy: 

The first 3 days provide different ways to observe the text. 

The fourth day is a long day of interpretation. The fifth day focuses on application. 

Work through all 5 days for the full study. 

Busy week? Adjust. Craft your own 3-day Study. 

Choose only one observation day—Day 1, 2, or 3, whichever one helps you the most. 

Then move on to days 4 and 5 for interpretation and application. 

Turn the page. Your initial observations begin on pgs 4-5. 

                                                           
1Francis Chan, Forgotten God: Reversing our Tragic Neglect of the Holy Spirit, (Colorado Springs, CO:  David C. Cook, 2009), pg. 23-24. 
2Howard G. & William D. Hendricks, Living By the Book, (Chicago:  Moody Publishers, 2007), pg. 43. 
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Day One, Focus on this:  What do I see (Observation)? We’ll learn what it means later. 

Contemplate the text in at least two translations.  Observe the details. 

 
 

2 Peter 1:1-4 (NIV®) 

1 Simon Peter, a servant and apostle of Jesus Christ, 
To those who through the righteousness of our God and Savior Jesus Christ have 
received a faith as precious as ours: 
2 Grace and peace be yours in abundance through the knowledge of God and of Jesus 
our Lord. 
3 His divine power has given us everything we need for a godly life through our 
knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and goodness. 4 Through these he 
has given us his very great and precious promises, so that through them you may 
participate in the divine nature, having escaped the corruption in the world caused by 
evil desires. 
 

First Steps: Establishing Context 
 

 Read 2 Peter 1:1-4 above and on the facing page. Reading a text in more than one 

translation gives us new insight. Compare the wording. Read acquisitively. 

 Read through all of 2 Peter to set this passage in context (pg. 24-26).  

 Consider 2 Peter 1:1-4 again. Write down the ideas you want to investigate further: 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________  

 Make notes in the margin of your working copy or in the text here. 

 If you didn’t complete the Overview, take an extra day. Read through the letter again. 

Ponder what Peter says about spiritual growth, what we have in Christ, Christ’s return, and 

false teachers. Then summarize the aim of this letter: ______________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 Make a traditional outline of the text, if it helps you. See a structural analysis outline, pg. 9. 
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2 Peter 1:1-4 (ESV®) 

1 Simeon Peter, a servant and apostle of Jesus Christ, 
To those who have obtained a faith of equal standing with ours by the righteousness of 
our God and Savior Jesus Christ:  
2 May grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our 
Lord. 
3 His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, 
through the knowledge of him who called us to his own glory and excellence,4 by 
which he has granted to us his precious and very great promises, so that through them 
you may become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped from the corruption 
that is in the world because of sinful desire.  
 

What do you see?  Look at the text. In this step, we will observe, not interpret. 

1) Who wrote this letter?____________________________________How does he describe himself? 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

2) How does he describe the believers who received his letter, 1:1? _____________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

3) Of what value is the faith of other believers, v.1?__________________________________________ 

4) How do believers receive this faith, v.1?_________________________________________________ 

5) What gifts has God bestowed upon believers, v.2?_______________________________________ 

6) How are grace and peace multiplied or given in abundance?_________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

7) What does the Godhead’s divine power bestow, 1:3a?_____________________________________ 

8) Through what source do we obtain everything we need for a godly life, 1:3b?___________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

9) What did he do that caused us to come to him, 1:3c?______________________________________ 

10) Through what qualities of himself did he grant us promises, 1:3c-4a?__________________________ 

11) How are God’s promises described, 1:4?_________________________________________________ 

12) Through these promises, we participate or partake in what, 1:4?____________________________. 

Partaking or participating in the divine nature means the Holy Spirit now indwells us, changing us. 

13) What else happens when we partake of his divine nature through his promises, v. 4b?____________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

14) What aspect of God’s glory and goodness overwhelmed you as you considered what you have 

through Jesus Christ?________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________ 
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 Day Two, Key words:  What does the text show me (Observation)? 
1) Read through 2 Peter 1:1-4 thoughtfully one more time. Determine the key words and 

phrases for this particular section. A key word or phrase is one that is crucial to 
understanding the meaning of the text.  

2) So what other words are crucial? Consider the questions you answered and meditated on 
from pg. 4-5. What words are crucial for comprehension? What words, if you removed 
them from the text, would remove the meaning or intent of the passage? What words tie 
this passage to Peter’s overarching purpose and focus in this letter? 

3) Mark the words you now understand to be crucial—the words that have definitions you 
must know in order to understand the text.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

List what you have (these will overlap): 

Through Christ’s RIGHTEOUSNESS:                             Through KNOWLEDGE of him: 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

HOW:  Use color or pencil or ink, whichever you prefer.  Mark each key word with a unique mark for that 
particular word (a different color for each key word, or a different way of circling it, or drawing a box 
around it, or any other creative mark you want to use for each particular word).  The purpose of marking is 
to help us see what’s there. (1) If you are using the working copy you used to complete your Overview, you 
will see that some of these words are marked already—words that are significant for the entire letter. (2) If 
you’re not using the working copy, use the text on the facing page (pg. 7), or (3) complete this exercise in 
your own bible. Or do any combination of the three; it’s entirely up to you. 
Mark these words with unique markings for each one:  

 God, Christ Jesus, Holy Spirit               

 Author (including pronouns [I, me, my, our], Peter) 

 Recipients (including pronouns [you, your]) 

 Other people (including pronouns [their, them, themselves])  

 Key/Significant Words observed during the Overview: make every effort; prophets/prophecy/false 
prophets; faith; mind-related words (knowledge, know, understand, remember, reminders, 
thinking, not forgetting, bear in mind); promises; true/truth; false teachers/mockers; 
destroyed/destruction/perish; condemn/judge; righteous/godly 

 Other Significant Words/specific terms which are crucial for understanding 2 Peter 1:1-4: has 
given/has granted, have received, through/by, divine, power, nature, called, glory, goodness, very 
great, precious, participate/partake, abundance. 

Mark any words that are crucial for determining the meaning. 
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2 Peter 1:1-4 (NIV®) 

1 Simon Peter, a servant and apostle of Jesus Christ, 

To those who through the righteousness of our God and Savior Jesus Christ have 

received a faith as precious as ours: 

2 Grace and peace be yours in abundance through the knowledge of God and of Jesus 

our Lord. 

3 His divine power has given us everything we need for a godly life through our 

knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and goodness. 4 Through these he 

has given us his very great and precious promises, so that through them you may 

participate in the divine nature, having escaped the corruption in the world caused by 

evil desires. 

What is the effectual, life-changing result of all we gain and have: 
By his DIVINE POWER, DIVINE NATURE, his own GLORY and GOODNESS… 

 

 

 

 

 

Write down everything you see here about God and Jesus: 
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Day Three:  What do I see (observation)? What does it mean (interpretation)? 
 
Mark Grammatical Phrases: This exercise will help you see the main ideas. On pg. 9, the verses are 
spaced in a way that provides a simple structural analysis to assist you in unpacking this dense passage. 
Take a moment to consider: What all do we have through our God and Savior Jesus Christ? 

 

 

Mark the following in the working copy or in the copy of 2 Peter 1:1-4 on the next page: 

 
 Find the words of comparison. There is no contrast here. Jot in the margin like this.  

1:1, To those who…have received a faith 
AS 

precious as ours 

   Draw a little clock face (or another mark you choose) above words showing expressions of 
time: (the last time, now, for a little while, etc.). Do you see any? 

 
 Mark with an “X” words that show conclusion, end result, or channel of operation (according to, 

that, THROUGH, so that, for this reason, because, to further, BY, and here “has given,” etc.). Draw 
arrows to connect the linked ideas.  Find them all. What is the author trying to show or prove? 
What is the conclusion or result that he is emphasizing?  For example: 

 

                                                X                                                 X 
“His divine power has given us everything we need for a godly life THROUGH our knowledge of him 

                                                                                 X 

  who called us BY his own glory and goodness 

FIND AND MARK THE REST. 

 Commands require action and clarify the purpose of the letter. They should always be observed and 
applied, if they’re not particular to the recipients. There are no commands in 2 Peter 1:1-4. 

 
 The New Testament was written in Koine Greek.  Due to Greek word formation and syntax, some 

things would be obvious in the original Greek that are not obvious in English.   

 There are no words that express continuous or habitual action.  

 These words express actions that were completed in the past, but which have an ongoing or 
continual result.  Mark like this (      ):   

 1:3, “has given us” 
 1:4, “has given us” 

 
As you completed this exercise, what was revealed about the passage? Write down anything you 
discovered that you hadn’t seen in the text before. Continue tomorrow. 
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2 Peter 1:1-4 (NIV®) 

1 Simon Peter,  

a servant and apostle of Jesus Christ, 

To those who  

through the righteousness of our God and Savior Jesus Christ  

have received a faith  

as precious as ours: 

2 Grace and peace be yours in abundance  

through the knowledge of God  

    and of Jesus our Lord. 

3 His divine power has given us  

everything we need for a godly life  

through our knowledge of him  

who called us by  

his own glory and goodness. 

 

4 Through these he has given us  

his very great and precious promises,  

so that through them  

you may participate in the divine nature,  

having escaped the corruption in the world 

caused by evil desires. 
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Day Four:  What does it mean (interpretation)? How does this change me (application)? 

Consider these questions as you work through the exercises on the following pages. 

 “If you want to understand a biblical text, you’ve got to bombard it with questions. The Bible is never embarrassed 
to be asked questions. That doesn’t mean it will answer all of them. But you still need to ask to determine if they 
can be answered. Obviously, if you’re going to ask questions, you’ve also got to look for the answers. Where will 
you find them?  In the text.  Observation will give you the basic building blocks out of which you will construct the 
meaning of a passage. The answers to your questions will come directly from your observation process.”

3
   

 
What does Peter mean when he says our faith is as precious as the faith of the apostles? What does that 
tell us about God and how he feels about those on whom he has bestowed Christ’s righteousness? 
 
 
How did we receive this precious faith? How did it come about that we could be saved? 
 
What is involved in receiving faith? What did we do to obtain it? How did we receive this faith?  
 
 
In what ways does knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord grant us grace and peace in abundance? 
 
 
What is his divine power in us? How are we transformed because he is there? 
 
 
In what ways does his power provide us with everything we need for a godly life?  
 
 
 
How do we gain this power and provision? How do we come to know him more? What is involved in 
gaining this knowledge?  
 
 
 
 
Why did he call us? What prompted his calling? 
 
What do his glory and goodness grant us? How do these shape and equip us to live godly lives? 
 
 
In what ways do we participate in his divine nature? How does his nature in us transform us? 
 
 
How is his divine nature within us the escape vehicle from the corruption of our evil desires? 
 

 

                                                           
3 Howard G. & William D. Hendricks, Living by the Book, (Chicago, IL:  Moody Publishers, 2007), 43.  
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Focus now on comprehending the text. Use the following steps. Pick and choose the 

exercises that help you. PRAY FIRST!  Ask the Holy Spirit to help you comprehend. 

1) What words or phrases do you need to investigate in order to comprehend the text? Question 
the text. Commands and instructions are always significant.   

2) Read the word and its surrounding text in another translation. If the meaning is still unclear, 
look up word definitions in the concordance. How?   

 Page 16 details “how to use a concordance.” For additional help, use your concordance to 
find other places these same key words are used (called finding the “cross references”). Also 
consult page 16 for “how to find a cross reference.”   

 A few cross references and related questions are given on pg. 13-15.  

 There is additional study help on the Help pages, pg. 16-19. This includes commentary help 
and definitions for several key words. A list of free online study sites is also given. 

3) Next re-examine each sentence or verse and paraphrase it using the definition. Write the 
passage out in your own words to be sure you understand.   

4) Then move on to the next word you want to examine.   
5) Final option:  Examine the notes at the bottom of your study bible or in one of the listed 

commentaries (pg. 23), after you’ve completed the above steps. 
 

Use this page and the next to record definitions and to put verses into your words: 
First, read the definitions of these words on pg. 16-18: “righteousness,” “have received,” “grace,” 

“knowledge,” “has given,” “godly,” “participate” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Paraphrase here 1:1: 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
4 
                                                           
4Textbox: From a sermon by John Piper, “Liberating Promises,” 1982, http://www.desiringgod.org/resource-library/sermons/liberating-
promises. Used by permission. 

“No matter how much authority a believer is given by Christ, he should never forget that the great 
joy of his life should simply be that he is saved by faith like all the other saints” – John Piper. 
 

http://www.desiringgod.org/resource-library/sermons/liberating-promises
http://www.desiringgod.org/resource-library/sermons/liberating-promises
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More definitions: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Put 1:2-4 in your own words here: 
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Cross References: 

 
Peter’s humility: “a servant and apostle of Jesus Christ” (2 Peter 1:1) 
In the first letter, 1 Peter 5:1: Peter addressed the elders as a “fellow-elder.” 
 
Listening and applying Jesus example and words as his ambassadors:   
“The kings of the Gentiles lord it over them; and those in authority over them are called 
benefactors. But not so with you; rather let the greatest among you become the youngest and 
the leader as one who serves” (Luke 22:25, 26 ESV). 

“Behold, I have given you authority . . . Nevertheless, do not rejoice in this . . . but rejoice that 

your names are written in heaven” (Luke 10:19, 20 ESV) 

Eusebius’ Church History records that Peter and John put forward James, the brother of Jesus, 

as the leader. “Peter, James, and John, after the Savior’s ascension, did not contend for the 
honor because they had previously been favored by the Savior, but chose James the Just as 

Bishop of Jerusalem…Paul also mentions James the Just when he writes, ‘But I did not see any 
other apostles except James the Lord’s brother’ (Galatians 1:10).”5 Also see Acts 15:13-21. 

Paul followed this humble model, too: "Not that we lord it over your faith; we work with you 

for your joy" (2 Corinthians 1:24; 10:8; 13:10 ESV).  

 

Hebrews 4:6-16 (NIV): Obtaining faith—grace, peace, and help 
6 Therefore since it still remains for some to enter that rest, and since those who formerly 

had the good news proclaimed to them did not go in because of their disobedience, 7 God again 

set a certain day, calling it “Today.” This he did when a long time later he spoke through David, 

as in the passage already quoted: “Today, if you hear his voice, do not harden your hearts.” 
8 For if Joshua had given them rest, God would not have spoken later about another 

day. 9 There remains, then, a Sabbath-rest for the people of God; 10 for anyone who enters 
God’s rest also rests from their works, just as God did from his. 11 Let us, therefore, make 
every effort to enter that rest, so that no one will perish by following their example of 
disobedience. 

12 For the word of God is alive and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it 
penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and 
attitudes of the heart.13 Nothing in all creation is hidden from God’s sight. Everything is 
uncovered and laid bare before the eyes of him to whom we must give account. 

14 Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has ascended into heaven, Jesus the 
Son of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess. 15 For we do not have a high priest who is 
unable to empathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every 
way, just as we are—yet he did not sin. 16 Let us then approach God’s throne of grace with 
confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need. 

                                                           
5 Taken from Eusebius: The Church History, pg. 72-73 © Copyright 1999 by Paul L. Maier, translator. Published by Kregel Publications, Grand 
Rapids, MI. Used by permission of the publisher. All rights reserved. 
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Obtaining/receiving a faith as precious as the apostles’:  

This Greek word is used only three times in the New Testament. Each time is means obtaining 

something not by effort or desert but by lot. It’s futile to boast of something you couldn’t attain 

through your own efforts and that God chose to give to you.  

 Luke 1:8-9 (NIV) 8 Once when Zechariah’s division was on duty and he was serving as priest 

before God, 9 he was chosen by lot, according to the custom of the priesthood, to go into 

the temple of the Lord and burn incense. 

 John 19:23-24 (NIV). 23 When the soldiers crucified Jesus, they took his clothes, dividing 
them into four shares, one for each of them, with the undergarment remaining. This 
garment was seamless, woven in one piece from top to bottom. 24 “Let’s not tear it,” they 
said to one another. “Let’s decide by lot who will get it.” 

 Acts 1:16-17 (ESV), 16 “Brothers, the Scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit spoke 
beforehand by the mouth of David concerning Judas, who became a guide to those who 
arrested Jesus. 17 For he was numbered among us and was allotted his share in this 
ministry.” 

 
God’s calling and giving of faith; power to transform: Ephesians 1:3-23 (ESV) 

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with 
every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4 even as he chose us in him before the foundation of 
the world, that we should be holy and blameless before him. In love 5 he predestined us for 
adoption as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will, 6 to the praise of his 
glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in the Beloved. 7 In him we have redemption through 
his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace, 8 which he 
lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight 9 making known to us the mystery of his will, according 
to his purpose, which he set forth in Christ 10 as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things 
in him, things in heaven and things on earth. 

11 In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to the 
purpose of him who works all things according to the counsel of his will, 12 so that we who were 
the first to hope in Christ might be to the praise of his glory. 13 In him you also, when you heard the 
word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and believed in him, were sealed with the promised 
Holy Spirit, 14 who is the guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the 
praise of his glory.  

15 For this reason, because I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love 

toward all the saints, 16 I do not cease to give thanks for you, remembering you in my 
prayers, 17 that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you the Spirit of 
wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of him, 18 having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, 
that you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his 
glorious inheritance in the saints, 19 and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power toward 
us who believe, according to the working of his great might 20 that he worked in Christ when he 
raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, 21 far above all 
rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this 
age but also in the one to come. 22 And he put all things under his feet and gave him as head over all 
things to the church, 23 which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all. 
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6 
There is a strong connection between godliness and eternal life. To obtain eternal life our faith must be 

demonstrated by godliness. Later in the letter Peter says of the false teachers, "They promise them 

freedom, but they themselves are slaves of corruption; for whatever overcomes a man, to that he is 

enslaved. For if after they have escaped the defilements of the world through the knowledge of our Lord 

and Savior Jesus Christ, they are again entangled in them and overpowered, the last state has become 

worse for them than the first." (2 Peter 2:19, 20 ESV).  In other words, if the way of godliness is 

rejected so is the hope of eternal life. 

 

Ephesians 4:21-24 (ESV): 21 assuming that you have heard about him and were taught in him, as the 

truth is in Jesus, 22 to put off your old self, which belongs to your former manner of life and is corrupt 

through deceitful desires, 23 and to be renewed in the spirit of your minds, 24 and to put on the new 

self, created after the likeness of God in true righteousness and holiness. 

 

Romans 12:1-3 (ESV): 1I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your 
bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 2 Do not be 
conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you 
may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect. 3 For by the grace given 
to me I say to everyone among you not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think, but to 
think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has assigned. 
 
Philippians 2:12-13 (ESV),12 Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, so now, not only as in 
my presence but much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and 
trembling, 13 for it is God who works in you, both to will and to work for his good pleasure. 

 

Romans 8:9-17 (ESV), 9 You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of God 
dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him.  10 But if Christ is 
in you, although the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11 If the 
Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will 
also give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit who dwells in you. 12 So then, brothers, we are 
debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh. 13 For if you live according to the flesh you will 
die, but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. 14 For all who are led by 
the Spirit of God are sons of God. 15 For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but 
you have received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, “Abba! Father!” 16 The Spirit himself 
bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 17 and if children, then heirs—heirs of God 
and fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified with 
him. 

 
Return to page 10 to answer interpretation questions. Return later. 

                                                           
6 Textbox: From a sermon by John Piper, “Liberating Promises,” 1982, http://www.desiringgod.org/resource-library/sermons/liberating-
promises. Used by permission. 

“Peter is aiming at two things: eternal life and godliness; 

moral and spiritual transformation now, and hope for life 

in the age to come.” (John Piper) 

http://www.desiringgod.org/resource-library/sermons/liberating-promises
http://www.desiringgod.org/resource-library/sermons/liberating-promises
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HELP PAGES, pg 16-19                     How to use a Concordance and find a Cross Reference:  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Some Key Word definitions: 

1:1, “righteousness,” Strong’s #1343. δικαιοσύνη dikaiosúnē; fem. noun from díkaios (1342), just, righteous. 
Justice, righteousness…Righteousness fulfills the claims of díkē, which, in the case of the believer, are God’s 
claims... Dikaiosúnē, righteousness, is thus conformity to the claims of higher authority and stands in opposition to 
anomía (458), lawlessness. In both the OT and NT, righteousness is the state commanded by God and standing 
the test of His judgment (2 Cor. 3:9; 6:14; Eph. 4:24). It is conformity to all that He commands or appoints. Since 
God Himself is the standard of the believers, the righteousness of God means the righteousness which belongs 
to God or to oneself from God, or God–like righteousness (Matt. 6:33; James 1:20). Thus righteousness, in 
general, is God’s uprightness or standard, without reference to any particular form of its embodiment, to which 
man is expected to conform. The righteousness of God is the claim which God has upon man. In order for man to 
recognize and fully submit to that claim of God upon his life, he must receive God as He offers Himself and His 
righteousness to him as a gift (Rom. 5:17). Man can only accept the claims of God upon his life as he repents of 
his sin and receives Christ as His Savior by faith. He thus becomes a child of God, realizing God’s claims upon him 
by the miraculous regenerating action of the Holy Spirit (John 1:12; Rom. 4:11–13; 5:21; 6:16; 8:10; 9:30; 10:6; 
2 Cor. 6:7, 14; Eph. 4:24; 6:14; 2 Pet. 1:1). God’s righteousness is imputed and imparted as a gift to man and not 
earned. It results in God’s act of justification by faith through Christ.

7
 

 
How is righteousness given to you? 
 
1:1, “have received,” Strong’s #2975. λαγχάνω lagchánō; “To obtain by lot (Luke 1:9), to have fallen to oneself. To 
obtain (Acts 1:17; 2 Pet. 1:1). To cast lots (John 19:24). The Mishna informs us that the various offices of priests 
and Levites in the daily service were determined by lot.

8
 

 
“The lot is cast into the lap, but its every decision is from the LORD” Proverbs 16:33 (ESV). 

                                                           
7
 Spiros Zodhiates, The Complete Word Study Dictionary: New Testament (electronic ed.), (Chattanooga, TN: AMG Publishers, 2000).  

8Spiros Zodhiates, The Complete Word Study Dictionary: New Testament (electronic ed.), (Chattanooga, TN: AMG Publishers, 2000).   

Complete Word Studies:  The Old Testament was originally written in Hebrew (some Aramaic).  The New 
Testament was originally written in Koine Greek. Use an exhaustive concordance for a basic definition, or 
a lexicon or bible dictionary for expanded definitions.    
How to use a Concordance:    

1) Look up the word in the alphabetized front section of the concordance. (Remember:  If you’re using a 
Strong’s concordance, you have to find how the word was translated into English in the KJV).    

2) Under the word, look for the verse reference where that specific word is used. 
3) Look for the number on the right. Each number corresponds to a Greek or Hebrew word. 
4) Turn to the appropriate dictionary or lexicon in the back of the concordance (Hebrew for the Old Testament 

and Greek for the New Testament). 
5) Look up the number for the definition. 
6) Find the definition of the word. Write down the Greek word’s transliteration (in English alphabet) in the 

space provided; and write the definition down next to your key, essential word. 

How to Find a Cross References:  Using the concordance, compare references in the Bible which use any 
word or quoted passage of scripture that you determine needs further study—you won’t do this with 
every word, just the ones you feel need additional investigation. Look at terms assigned the same Greek 
number. Important cross references were given. Commentary and examination of key words follow.  

Try these online sources:  
mystudybible.com, biblos.com, esvstudybible.org, blueletterbible.org, 

biblegateway.com, and crosswalk.com. 
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How did you come to have faith? Who decided? Who “called” (1:3) you to himself? 
 
1:2, “grace,” Strong’s #5485. χάρις cháris; from chaírō (5463), to rejoice. Grace, particularly that which causes joy, 
pleasure, gratification, favor, acceptance, for a kindness granted or desired, a benefit, thanks, gratitude. A favor 
done without expectation of return; the absolutely free expression of the loving kindness of God to men finding 
its only motive in the bounty and benevolence of the Giver; unearned and unmerited favor. Cháris stands in 
direct antithesis to érga (2041), works, the two being mutually exclusive. God’s grace affects man’s sinfulness and 
not only forgives the repentant sinner, but brings joy and thankfulness to him. It changes the individual to a new 
creature without destroying his individuality (2 Cor. 5:17; Eph. 2:8, 9). (I) Cháris, when received by faith, 
transforms man and causes him to love and to seek after the righteousness of God. Cháris is initially 
regeneration, the work of the Holy Spirit in which spiritual life is given to man and by which his nature is 
brought under the dominion of righteousness. The maintenance of this condition requires an unbroken and 
immense supply of grace. Grace remains constant in, and basic to, a believer’s fight without against the devil 
and his struggle within against sin. Renewal is stimulated and impelled by God’s illuminating and strengthening 
of the soul, and will continue and increase so long as the soul perseveres. God’s grace insures that those who 
have been truly regenerated will persevere until the end of life. This entire work is called sanctification, a work 
of God “whereby we are renewed in the whole man and are enabled more and more to die daily unto sin and to 
live unto righteousness” as is stated by the Westminster Shorter Catechism (Rom. 12:2; 2 Cor. 4:16; Eph. 4:23; Col. 
3:10).

9
 

In what ways does grace provide everything you need for a godly life? 
 
1:2, “knowledge,” Strong’s #1922. ἐπίγνωσις epígnōsis; fem. noun from epiginṓskō (1921), to recognize. It is more 
intens. than gnṓsis (1108), knowledge, because it expresses a more thorough participation in the acquiring of 
knowledge on the part of the learner. In the NT, it often refers to knowledge which very powerfully influences 
the form of religious life, a knowledge laying claim to personal involvement. When used as an obj. (Eph. 1:17; 
4:13; Col. 1:9, 10; 2:2; 1 Tim. 2:4; 2 Tim. 2:25; 3:7; Titus 1:1; Heb. 10:26; 2 Pet. 1:2, 3), it shows the relationship of 
the learner to the object of his knowledge (2 Pet. 1:8). It increases spiritual blessings upon the believer (Eph. 
1:17; 2 Pet. 1:2, 3) and determines the manifestations of the religious life (2 Pet. 2:20)…The discernment which 
comes in connection with possessing salvation which helps in determining the moral conduct (see Phil. 1:9 which 
refers to the knowledge which enables one to avoid error [cf. Rom. 10:2; 11:33; 2 Pet. 1:5]).

10
 

How is knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord acquired? How does this knowledge change your life? 
 
1:3, “has given,” Strong’s #1433. δωρέομαι dōréomai; from dōreá (1431), gift. To make a gift of. In 2 Pet. 1:3 it is 
used to denote the free giving of the power of God resulting in life and godliness. The verb indicates that this 
divine power does not give life and godliness because somebody deserves it, but because it is available to all; it 
is a free gift. Also used in 2 Pet. 1:4 referring to the promises of God given to the believers as being initiated by 
God Himself and therefore undeserved promises. For a full discussion of all the cognate words see dṓron (1435), a 
gift.

11
 

 
1:3, “godly,” Strong’s # 2150. εὐσέβεια eusébeia; from eusebḗs (2152), devout, godly. Devotion, piety toward 
God (Acts 3:12; 1 Tim. 2:2; 2 Pet. 1:6, 7). Godliness or the whole of true religion, so named because piety toward 
God is the foundation and principal part of it (1 Tim. 4:7, 8; 6:6, see Matt. 22:37, 38; Heb. 11:6). Although 
eusébeia in the NT is translated “godliness” (1 Tim. 2:2; 3:16; 4:7, 8; 6:3, 5, 6, 11; 2 Tim. 3:5; Titus 1:1; 2 Pet. 1:3, 6, 
7; 3:11), the word “God” is not in it. The word eusébeia literally means well–directed reverence, but does not 
imply an inward, inherent holiness. It is actually an externalized piety. Paul uses it only in the pastoral epistles.

12
 

 

                                                           
9 Spiros Zodhiates, The Complete Word Study Dictionary: New Testament (electronic ed.), (Chattanooga, TN: AMG Publishers, 2000). 
10Spiros Zodhiates, The Complete Word Study Dictionary: New Testament (electronic ed.), (Chattanooga, TN: AMG Publishers, 2000).  
11 Spiros Zodhiates, The Complete Word Study Dictionary: New Testament (electronic ed.), (Chattanooga, TN: AMG Publishers, 2000).  
12Spiros Zodhiates, The Complete Word Study Dictionary: New Testament (electronic ed.), (Chattanooga, TN: AMG Publishers, 2000).  
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1:3, glory, Strong’s #1391. δόξα dóxa; fem. noun from dokéō (1380), “to think, recognize. Glory. A look at the root 
word of dóxa, i.e., dokéō (1380), to think or suppose, is necessary. Etymologically, the word primarily means 
thought or opinion, especially favorable human opinion, and thus in a secondary sense reputation, praise, honor 
(true and false), splendor, light, perfection, rewards (temporal and eternal). Thus the dóxa of man is human 
opinion and is shifty, uncertain, often based on error, and its pursuit for its own safety is unworthy. But there is a 
glory of God which must be absolutely true and changeless. God’s opinion marks the true value of things as they 
appear to the eternal mind, and God’s favorable opinion is true glory. This contrast is well seen in John 5:44 as 
the Lord speaks of the glory that the people were receiving among themselves and the only glory that comes from 
God (see John 12:43). Glory, therefore, is the true apprehension of God or things. The glory of God must mean 
His unchanging essence. Giving glory to God is ascribing to Him His full recognition.”

13
 

1:3, goodness/excellence, Strong’s #703. ἀρετή aretḗ; fem. noun. “Superiority or being pleasing to God, or the 
superiority of God revealed in the work of salvation. Aretḗ denotes in a moral sense what gives man his worth, his 
efficiency. In the NT: virtue, moral excellency, perfection, goodness of action. In 1 Pet. 2:9, aretás (pl.) is translated 
“praises.” The virtues as a force or energy of the Holy Spirit accompanying the preaching of the glorious gospel. 
In 2 Pet. 1:3 it stands next to dóxa (1319), glory. Human virtue in general (Phil. 4:8); courage, fortitude, resolution 
(1 Pet. 2:9; 2 Pet. 1:5 [cf. 1 Cor. 16:13]); moral excellence.”

14
 

1:4, very great, Strong’s #3173. μέγας mégas; “Great, large, particularly of physical magnitude. (II) Of things: (D) 
Metaphorically, great in estimation, weight, importance…Mégistos (3176), greatest (2 Pet. 1:4).

15
 

1:4, precious, Strong’s #5093. τίμιος tímios; adj. from timḗ (5092), to honor. “Held in esteem, respected, 
honored. (II) Valued, prized, precious. (B) Figuratively meaning precious, dear, desirable (Acts 20:24; James 5:7; 
1 Pet. 1:7, 19; 2 Pet. 1:4; Sept.: Prov. 3:15; 8:11).”

16
 

1:4, promises, Strong’s #1862. ἐπάγγελμα epággelma; “from epaggéllō (1861), to proclaim. Promise, assurance. 
The suffix -ma makes it the result of epaggéllō. [In the NT, meaning basically to announce oneself, offer oneself 
for a responsibility or service.] Found only in 2 Pet. 1:4; 3:13.”

17
 

1:4, “participate,” 1:4, participate, 2844. κοινωνός koinōnós; from koinós (2839), common. A partaker, partner, 
companion (1 Cor. 10:18; 2 Cor. 1:7; 1 Pet. 5:1; 2 Pet. 1:4).

18
 

  
What equips you? How do you have everything you need for a godly life? How does your godliness show? 
 

Some Commentary Help: 

ESV Literary Study Bible: 
2 Peter 1:1-11, “Epistolary opening .Following the usual salutation (vv.1-2), Peter dispenses with the conventional 
thanksgiving and instead exhorts his readers to godly living. He first reminds his readers that Christ has given them 
everything they need to live godly lives (vv.3-4). Using the formula ‘For this very reason’ (v.5) as his transition, 
Peter then commands and lists the actions (vv.5-11) that should characterize those who have received ‘all things 
that pertain to life and godliness,’ as he had said in verse 3. Exalted words tumble out of Peter’s imagination and 
spill onto the page with splendor and exuberance.”

19
 

ESV Study Bible: 
SECTION THEME: 2 Peter 1:1-2, Initial Greeting. “Peter’s greeting is concise and to the point, identifying the 
author and the audience, and expressing a blessing.”

20
 

                                                           
13 Spiros Zodhiates, The Complete Word Study Dictionary: New Testament (electronic ed.), (Chattanooga, TN: AMG Publishers, 2000). 
14 Spiros Zodhiates, The Complete Word Study Dictionary: New Testament (electronic ed.), (Chattanooga, TN: AMG Publishers, 2000). 
15 Spiros Zodhiates, The Complete Word Study Dictionary: New Testament (electronic ed.), (Chattanooga, TN: AMG Publishers, 2000). 
16 Spiros Zodhiates, The Complete Word Study Dictionary: New Testament (electronic ed.), (Chattanooga, TN: AMG Publishers, 2000). 
17 Spiros Zodhiates, The Complete Word Study Dictionary: New Testament (electronic ed.), (Chattanooga, TN: AMG Publishers, 2000). 
18 Spiros Zodhiates, The Complete Word Study Dictionary: New Testament (electronic ed.), (Chattanooga, TN: AMG Publishers, 2000).  
19 ESV Literary Study Bible, (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2009), s.v. “2 Peter 1:1-11.” 
20ESV Study Bible, (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2008), s.v. “2 Peter 1:1-2.”  
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2 Peter 1:1, Simon, spelled “Simeon,” “A Hebrew spelling of Simon (cf. Acts 15:14). Peter, as an apostle of Jesus 
Christ, is writing to those who have a faith of equal standing, showing that all believers share equal privileges 
before God. This standing was accomplished by the righteousness of our God and Savior Jesus Christ. 
‘Righteousness’ refers here to God’s saving righteousness, showing that faith is a gift from Jesus. Jesus is called 
‘God and Savior,’ making this one of the clearest NT declarations of the divinity of Christ.”

21
 

 
2 Peter 1:2, “In his initial blessing of those to whom he writes, Peter mentions a recurring idea in the letter: 
true knowledge of God and of Jesus. Verse 2, like v. 1, points to the deity of Christ (cf. note on v. 1), for both God 
and Christ are the object of this knowledge.”

22
 

 
SECTION THEME: 2 Peter 1:3-11, God’s Grace in Christ Is the Source of Godly Living. “In this first main section of 
his letter, Peter emphasizes that God’s grace results in godliness.”

23
 

 
2 Peter 1:3-4, God’s Power Exercised on Our Behalf. “God has provided blessing for the Christian in all things 
pertaining to life.”

24
 

 
2 Peter 1:3, divine power. “God himself has acted in his infinite power to accomplish salvation, something only he 
could accomplish and what human ability could not accomplish. He has called us to his own glory and excellence. 
Believers are called to live in harmony with God’s own moral character. On God’s ‘glory,’ see notes on John 1:14; 
Acts 6:15; cf. Rev. 21:23 (below, in box). The word ‘excellence’ (Gk. aretē, ‘virtue, excellence’) was used by Greek 
writers to describe the sum of all desirable character qualities.”

25
 

 

NOTES: And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the 
Father, full of grace and truth. (John 1:14, ESV) NOTE on John 1:14: “The references to God’s glory refer back to OT passages 
narrating the manifestation of the presence and glory of God in theophanies (appearances of God), the tabernacle, or the 
temple (e.g., Ex. 33:22; Num. 14:10; Deut. 5:22).”

26
 

 
And gazing at him, all who sat in the council saw that his face was like the face of an angel. (Acts 6:15, ESV) NOTE on Acts 
6:15: “Stephen’s face is described as being like the face of an angel. There was apparently a visible manifestation of the 
brightness of the glory of God on his face, as there had been with Moses (Ex. 34:29-30, 35) and, to an even greater extent, with 
Jesus at his transfiguration (Matt. 17:2)(referred to in 2 Pe1:16-19).”

27
   

 
And the city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light, and its lamp is the 
Lamb. (Revelation 21:23, ESV) NOTE on Rev. 21:23: “Language echoing Isa. 60:19-20 identifies God the Father as the source, 
and Christ as the mediator, of the bride’s radiant light (her truth and purity).”

28
 

 
2 Peter 1:4, “God has granted believers his precious and great promises. It is through these promises that they 
become partakers (Gk. koinōnos, “sharer, partaker”) of the divine nature. They never become part of God, but 
amazingly they share in his nature as they become increasingly like him. The “great promises” include the 
promises Peter identifies in his Pentecost sermon in Acts 2:14-41, especially the outpouring of the Holy Spirit in 
new power. But they also include other promises such as likeness to God (2 Pet. 1:4; cf. 1 John 3:2), Christ’s return 
(2 Pet. 3:4), eternal life in heaven (1 Pet. 1:4), and more broadly, all the promises of Scripture that relate to the 
gift of new life. ‘Divine nature’ uses terms familiar to Peter’s Hellenistic readership to help them understand the 
idea of transformation into the image of Christ. Peter emphasizes the moral focus of the believer’s transformed 
life. At conversion, Christians are delivered from the corruption of this world, which is rooted in sinful desire.”

29
 

Return to page 10 to answer interpretation questions before moving on to application. 

                                                           
21 ESV Study Bible, (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2008), s.v. “2 Peter 1:1).” 
22 ESV Study Bible, (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2008), s.v. “2 Peter 1:2.” 
23ESV Study Bible, (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2008), s.v. “2 Peter 1:3-11.”   
24ESV Study Bible, (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2008), s.v. “2 Peter 1:3-4.”    
25 ESV Study Bible, (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2008), s.v. “2 Peter 1:3.”   
26 ESV Study Bible, (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2008), s.v. “John 1:14.”   
27 ESV Study Bible, (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2008), s.v. “Acts 6:15.”   
28ESV Study Bible, (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2008), s.v. “Revelation 21:23.”    
29 ESV Study Bible, (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2008), s.v. “2 Peter 1:4.”   
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Day Five: What does it mean (interpretation)?  How does this change me (application)? 

After completing your word studies with the concordance, integrate all the 
information you discovered.  Pull it all back together. Let it change you. 

Identify themes within this section; then define the entire section: 

We should now be able to construct a theme for each smaller paragraph that summarizes the content 
within this section. Why do this? Just as paraphrasing helped us to ponder on the text and to see if we 
really comprehended the verse clearly, so stating the theme allows us to pull together the basic ideas of 
this section. It also helps us retain what is in each section when we walk away from the text and go 
about our daily lives.   

This step aids our meditation on scripture by organizing in our minds what’s here. 

See if you can write a concise sentence that summarizes the theme of the paragraph. 

2 Peter 1:1-4 (NIV®) 

Theme, v. 1-2: __________________________________________________________________  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

1 Simon Peter, a servant and apostle of Jesus Christ, 

To those who through the righteousness of our God and Savior Jesus Christ have 

received a faith as precious as ours: 

2 Grace and peace be yours in abundance through the knowledge of God and of Jesus 

our Lord. 

Theme, v. 3-4: __________________________________________________________________  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

3 His divine power has given us everything we need for a godly life through our 

knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and goodness. 4 Through these he 

has given us his very great and precious promises, so that through them you may 

participate in the divine nature, having escaped the corruption in the world caused by 

evil desires. 

 



©2013 Melinda Viergever Inman/2 Peter Inductive Bible Study Guide/ShowKnowGrow.com               21 
 

Next, check your conclusions: 

Save final interpretation until you’ve finished studying the entire book and can contemplate the whole. 
This takes time and thought. Be patient. 
 
Don’t consult a commentary until you are at this point in your study. Use the commentary to verify 
your own findings and to double-check what you have discovered. This is why commentary help is given 
at the very end of the study. If you consult commentaries before beginning they will influence your own 
study. Now is the time to check your conclusions. You’ll gain from someone else’s study by doing this; 
but remember, commentary notes aren’t scripture. Commentators aren’t infallible. Opinions will vary. 
  
Good commentaries to use:  

 The ESV Study Bible, Crossway, 2008. 

 The Expositor’s Bible Commentary, Abridged Edition, Barker & Kohlenberger III, Zondervan. 

 NIV Application Commentary [NIVAC]: 2 Peter & Jude, Douglas Moo, Zondervan, 1996. 

 www.esvonline.org. Linked to this site are the ESV Study Bible, the ESV Literary Study Bible, 
additional study tools, and sermons by John Piper through 2 Peter. Piper’s sermon series has 
been used as a commentary source in producing this material, and we recommend it. 

 
Check the online sources to see what commentaries they have and what they say. Usually these are 
older commentaries because they’re beyond copyright law regulation. They’re all free. For instance, 
you’ll always find The Matthew Henry Commentary, a highly-respected, reformed commentary from the 
1700s. It’s always worth reading.  

Check out: biblos.com, mystudybible.com, biblestudytools.com, blueletterbible.org, 
biblegateway.com, or crosswalk.com. Investigate their commentary section.  

Now what? Begin to do it. Begin to implement the specific portions which the Holy Spirit has moved you 
to observe and notice as areas of growth necessary for your own life. As you studied, periodically we 
asked you questions to help you consider how the text might relate to you. Consider the following 
questions to contemplate even further application.  

Application:  What do I now know?  How can this change me? 

1) In coming to the text, what did I find to be the most significant statements?  Why? 

 

 

 

2) How can these statements affect my life and change it? 

 

 

 

3) What specifically does this section tell me about faith and how it changes me? 
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4) How does this section explain my response to the righteousness of our God and Savior Jesus 

Christ? What effect does Christ’s righteousness have on me? 

 

 

 

5) Is there an example here for me to follow?  What model did Peter set with his humble 

statements in v. 1? How can I emulate that? As a believer, am I growing in humility? Have I 

bound myself in the slave garments of humility described in 1 Peter 5:5-6 and modeled here in 2 

Peter 1:1? If not, how can I grow in humility?  

 

 

 

6) What positive motivation do I find in the passage? Since I have everything I need for a godly life 

that is empowered by the Holy Spirit, how should I live? Is there evidence that I have been born 

again, that I am called and my sanctification is in progress? What is it? 

 

 

 

7) How am I growing in the knowledge of God? In what way am I investing my life, my thoughts, 

and my heart in God’s Word? Do I see grace, peace, and his divine power increasing as I grow in 

knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord? In what ways? 

 

 

 

8) Do any portions of 2 Peter 1:1-4 produce a sense of conviction within me? What promises 

embolden and encourage me as I participate in his divine nature, living a Spirit-led life? 

 

 

 

9) Is there a prayer to repeat or am I drawn into prayer by this passage?  Does this motivate me to 

pray for others? 

 

 

 

10) Do any parts of this section cause me to want to live differently? What solid steps am I taking to 

follow the Spirit’s leading and escape the corruption in the world? Is God’s divine nature helping 

me to squelch and overcome evil desires?  

 

 

11) Is there a verse or verses to memorize? 
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2 Peter 1:1-4 Summary: 

 

Peter spells out the important facts that undergird our faith. The opening verses of this letter tell us 

how, exactly, God has given us everything we need for a godly life. When the divine power of God 

resides within us, we can’t help but be changed. Since Christ will return to judge and destroy all things, 

we need to recognize the significance of growing in our knowledge of him. Are we ready? Are we fully 

invested? Do we know his promises and are we clinging to them? Through those promises are we 

participating in his divine nature as he indwells us? Are we escaping the world’s corruption? Is Christ 

evermore the focus of our lives?  

 

If not, why not? 

 

Peter will continue through the next several sections explaining why spiritual growth is eternally 

significant. If Christ’s divine nature is in us, what does that look like? And why is growth important? 

 

In moving forward, don’t make these mistakes: 

 Don’t substitute interpretation for application and do nothing. 

 Don’t substitute superficial obedience for substantive life-change. 

 Don’t substitute rationalization for repentance. 

 Don’t substitute an emotional experience for a volitional decision to change. 

 Don’t substitute communication for transformation and merely talk about what you’ve learned.30 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
30 Some of these application ideas are from Living By the Book, Howard G. Hendricks and William D. Hendricks, Moody Publishers, Chicago, 
2007. 
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Book of 2 Peter (ESV®) 

2 Peter 1  
1Simeon[a] Peter, a servant [b]

 and apostle of Jesus Christ, 

To those who have obtained a faith of equal standing with ours by the righteousness of 
our God and Savior Jesus Christ: 

2 May grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord. 

3 His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the 

knowledge of him who called us to[c] his own glory and excellence, 
[d] 4 by which he has 

granted to us his precious and very great promises, so that through them you may become 

partakers of the divine nature, having escaped from the corruption that is in the world 
because of sinful desire.  

Footnotes: 

a. 2 Peter 1:1, Some manuscripts Simon 
b. 2 Peter 1:1, Or slave (for the contextual rendering of the Greek word doulos, see Preface) 
c. 2 Peter 1:3, Or by 
d. 2 Peter 1:3, Or virtue 

 

5 For this very reason, make every effort to supplement your faith with virtue,[e] and 

virtue with knowledge, 6 and knowledge with self-control, and self-control with 

steadfastness, and steadfastness with godliness,7 and godliness with brotherly affection, and 

brotherly affection with love. 8 For if these qualities[f] are yours and are increasing, they 

keep you from being ineffective or unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 For 

whoever lacks these qualities is so nearsighted that he is blind, having forgotten that he 

was cleansed from his former sins. 10 Therefore, brothers,[g] be all the more diligent to 

confirm your calling and election, for if you practice these qualities you will never fall. 11 For 

in this way there will be richly provided for you an entrance into the eternal kingdom of our 

Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

Footnotes: 

e. 2 Peter 1:5, Or excellence; twice in this verse 
f. 2 Peter 1:8, Greek these things; also verses 9, 10, 12.  
g. 2 Peter 1:10, Or brothers and sisters. The plural Greek word adelphoi (translated “brothers”) refers to siblings in a family. In New 

Testament usage, depending on the context, adelphoi may refer either to men or to both men and women who are siblings (brothers and 
sisters) in God's family, the church 

12 Therefore I intend always to remind you of these qualities, though you know them and are 

established in the truth that you have. 13 I think it right, as long as I am in this body,[h] to 

stir you up by way of reminder, 14 since I know that the putting off of my body will be 

soon, as our Lord Jesus Christ made clear to me. 15 And I will make every effort so that after 

my departure you may be able at any time to recall these things. 

16 For we did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to you the power 

and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty. 17 For when 

he received honor and glory from God the Father, and the voice was borne to him by the 

Majestic Glory, “This is my beloved Son,[i] with whom I am well pleased,” 18 we ourselves 

heard this very voice borne from heaven, for we were with him on the holy 

mountain. 19 And we have the prophetic word more fully confirmed, to which you will do well 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Peter%201&version=ESV#fen-ESV-30464a
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Peter%201&version=ESV#fen-ESV-30464b
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Peter%201&version=ESV#fen-ESV-30466c
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Peter%201&version=ESV#fen-ESV-30466d
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Peter%201&version=ESV#fen-ESV-30468e
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Peter%201&version=ESV#fen-ESV-30471f
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Peter%201&version=ESV#fen-ESV-30473g
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Peter%201&version=ESV#fen-ESV-30476h
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Peter%201&version=ESV#fen-ESV-30480i
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to pay attention as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning 

star rises in your hearts, 20 knowing this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture comes 

from someone's own interpretation. 21 For no prophecy was ever produced by the will of 
man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit. 

Footnotes: 

h.  2 Peter 1:13, Greek tent; also verse 14  
i.  2 Peter 1:17, Or my Son, my (or the) Beloved 

2 Peter 2 
1But false prophets also arose among the people, just as there will be false teachers among 

you, who will secretly bring in destructive heresies, even denying the Master who bought 

them, bringing upon themselves swift destruction. 2 And many will follow their sensuality, 

and because of them the way of truth will be blasphemed. 3 And in their greed they will 

exploit you with false words. Their condemnation from long ago is not idle, and their 
destruction is not asleep. 

4 For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but cast them into hell[a] and committed 

them to chains[b] of gloomy darkness to be kept until the judgment; 5 if he did not spare the 

ancient world, but preserved Noah, a herald of righteousness, with seven others, when he 

brought a flood upon the world of the ungodly; 6 if by turning the cities of Sodom and 

Gomorrah to ashes he condemned them to extinction, making them an example of what is 

going to happen to the ungodly;[c] 7 and if he rescued righteous Lot, greatly distressed by the 

sensual conduct of the wicked 8 (for as that righteous man lived among them day after 

day, he was tormenting his righteous soul over their lawless deeds that he saw and 

heard); 9 then the Lord knows how to rescue the godly from trials,[d] and to keep the 

unrighteous under punishment until the day of judgment, 10 and especially those who 
indulge[e] in the lust of defiling passion and despise authority. 

Bold and willful, they do not tremble as they blaspheme the glorious ones, 11 whereas 

angels, though greater in might and power, do not pronounce a blasphemous judgment 

against them before the Lord.12 But these, like irrational animals, creatures of instinct, born 

to be caught and destroyed, blaspheming about matters of which they are ignorant, will also 

be destroyed in their destruction,13 suffering wrong as the wage for their wrongdoing. They 

count it pleasure to revel in the daytime. They are blots and blemishes, reveling in their 

deceptions,[f] while they feast with you. 14 They have eyes full of adultery, insatiable for sin. 

They entice unsteady souls. They have hearts trained in greed. Accursed children! 
15 Forsaking the right way, they have gone astray. They have followed the way of Balaam, 

the son of Beor, who loved gain from wrongdoing, 16 but was rebuked for his own 

transgression; a speechless donkey spoke with human voice and restrained the prophet's 
madness. 

17 These are waterless springs and mists driven by a storm. For them the gloom of utter 

darkness has been reserved. 18 For, speaking loud boasts of folly, they entice by sensual 

passions of the flesh those who are barely escaping from those who live in error. 19 They 

promise them freedom, but they themselves are slaves[g] of corruption. For whatever 

overcomes a person, to that he is enslaved.20 For if, after they have escaped the defilements 

of the world through the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, they are again 

entangled in them and overcome, the last state has become worse for them than the 

first. 21 For it would have been better for them never to have known the way of 

righteousness than after knowing it to turn back from the holy commandment delivered to 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Peter%202&version=ESV#fen-ESV-30488a
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Peter%202&version=ESV#fen-ESV-30488b
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Peter%202&version=ESV#fen-ESV-30490c
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Peter%202&version=ESV#fen-ESV-30493d
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Peter%202&version=ESV#fen-ESV-30494e
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Peter%202&version=ESV#fen-ESV-30497f
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Peter%202&version=ESV#fen-ESV-30503g
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them.22 What the true proverb says has happened to them: “The dog returns to its own 
vomit, and the sow, after washing herself, returns to wallow in the mire.” 

Footnotes: 
a. 2 Peter 2:4, Greek Tartarus 
b. 2 Peter 2:4, Some manuscripts pits 
c. 2 Peter 2:6, Some manuscripts an example to those who were to be ungodly 
d. 2 Peter 2:9, Or temptations 
e. 2 Peter 2:10, Greek who go after the flesh 
f. 2 Peter 2:13, Some manuscripts love feasts 
g. 2 Peter 2:19, Greek bondservants 

 

2 Peter 3 
1This is now the second letter that I am writing to you, beloved. In both of them I am 

stirring up your sincere mind by way of reminder, 2 that you should remember the 

predictions of the holy prophets and the commandment of the Lord and Savior through your 

apostles, 3 knowing this first of all, that scoffers will come in the last days with 

scoffing, following their own sinful desires. 4 They will say, “Where is the promise of his 

coming? For ever since the fathers fell asleep, all things are continuing as they were from 

the beginning of creation.” 5 For they deliberately overlook this fact, that the heavens 

existed long ago, and the earth was formed out of water and through water by the word of 

God, 6 and that by means of these the world that then existed was deluged with water and 

perished. 7 But by the same word the heavens and earth that now exist are stored up for 
fire, being kept until the day of judgment and destruction of the ungodly. 

8 But do not overlook this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand 

years, and a thousand years as one day. 9 The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some 

count slowness, but is patient toward you,[a] not wishing that any should perish, but that all 

should reach repentance.10 But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the 

heavens will pass away with a roar, and the heavenly bodies[b] will be burned up and 
dissolved, and the earth and the works that are done on it will be exposed.[c] 

11 Since all these things are thus to be dissolved, what sort of people ought you to be in lives 

of holiness and godliness, 12 waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God, 

because of which the heavens will be set on fire and dissolved, and the heavenly bodies will 

melt as they burn! 13 But according to his promise we are waiting for new heavens and a 
new earth in which righteousness dwells. 

14 Therefore, beloved, since you are waiting for these, be diligent to be found by him without 

spot or blemish, and at peace. 15 And count the patience of our Lord as salvation, just as our 

beloved brother Paul also wrote to you according to the wisdom given him, 16 as he does in 

all his letters when he speaks in them of these matters. There are some things in them that 

are hard to understand, which the ignorant and unstable twist to their own destruction, as 

they do the other Scriptures. 17 You therefore, beloved, knowing this beforehand, take care 

that you are not carried away with the error of lawless people and lose your own 

stability. 18 But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him 
be the glory both now and to the day of eternity. Amen. 

Footnotes: 
a.  2 Peter 3:9, Some manuscripts on your account 
b.  2 Peter 3:10, Or elements; also verse 12 
c.  2 Peter 3:10, Greek found; some manuscripts will be burned up 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Peter%203&version=ESV#fen-ESV-30515a
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Peter%203&version=ESV#fen-ESV-30516b
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Peter%203&version=ESV#fen-ESV-30516c
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The Inductive Bible Study Method 
OBSERVATION 

What does the text SHOW me? What does it say? 

Overview 
Establish context by determining historical background. 

Where does this book fit in the Bible timeline? 
Question the text. Ask: Who? What? When? Where? Why? How? 

Make simple observations of people, places, and events mentioned in the text. Write these down. 
Make simple observations of key words used throughout the entire book. Write these down. 

Determine book, chapter, and section/paragraph themes. What’s your hunch? 
Write down your questions. Return to them as you study. Solve quandaries then. 

 

Chapter/Section/Paragraph Studies 
Work your way through the book, one section at a time. 

Question the text. Ask: Who? What? When? Where? Why? How? 
Make thorough lists and observations of people, places, and events in this section. 

Make thorough lists of what you observe about key words in this section. 
Ignore chapter divisions when the theme is carried forward. 

Mark contrasts, comparisons, expressions of time, terms of conclusion. 
Beginning of Interpretation: Tie this all together by working verse by verse through the text. 

Outline or complete structural analysis to break down difficult portions of the text. 
Examine meanings of key words as you study verse by verse. 

Meditate on the text to determine the section or paragraph theme. 
 

INTERPRETATION 

What do I now KNOW? What does the text mean? 
 

Ask: What does the text mean within correct context?  
What principles do I see that tie to other passages of Scripture? Complete cross references. 

Complete examination of key words: meaning, tense, voice.  
Examine definitions of verbs and adjectives. Note commands and warnings. 

Solve the quandaries. Finalize section/chapter theme. Summarize section/chapter. 
After drawing conclusions, consult commentaries for this section alone to double-check. 

 

APPLICATION 

How does this change me? In what ways must I now GROW? 
 

Based on correct interpretation of the text: How do I apply this to my life?  
How has the Holy Spirit convicted me as I’ve studied this section? 

How does this better knowledge of God change me? How must I now obey? 
Meditate on Scripture. Memorize key applicable portions of the passage. Memorize promises. 


